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It gives me great pleasure to introduce a new initiative that embodies the collective 

spirit and unwavering dedication of our community, a commemorative booklet that 

meticulously chronicles the achievements and milestones of all our workgroups 

from 2022 to 2024. This publication is more than a record of accomplishments; it is 

a testament to the synergy, innovation, and resilience that have propelled us 

forward in the face of evolving challenges. By capturing these defining moments, 

we not only honor the remarkable progress we have made, but also inspire future 

endeavors rooted in excellence, collaboration, and the relentless pursuit of 

advancement in our shared mission.

Nor Aidora Saedon

AFSN President 2024-2026

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS
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As part of our efforts to keep everyone connected and 
informed, this initiative aims to compile and share AFSN’s key 

activities and milestones from all Workgroups to be shared 
with all member institutes. By doing so, we hope to ensure 
everyone is aligned with our shared vision and stays up to 

date with the exciting developments taking place across the 
network.

AFSN BOARD MEMBERS

MESSAGE FROM THE AFSN BOARD MEMBER
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Achievements in 2022
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New Workgroup 

Formation
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Forensic Medicine Workgroup (FMWG) 

Formed: March 2022
Scope: Examination and interpretation of physical injuries; Post-mortem examination

Dr Joseph Palmero
Chairman

Philippine National Police 
Forensic Group, Philippines

Dr He Guanglong
Vice Chairman

Institute of Forensic Science, 
Ministry of Public Security, 
People's Republic of China

Dr Yudy Yudy
Secretary

Indonesian Association of 
Forensic Pathologist, Indonesia

Dr Gorthep Thepsitthar
Secretary

Central Institute of Forensic 
Science, Thailand

With the formation of FMWG, AFSN has now 
10 Technical Workgroups and Committee
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Sharing of 

knowledge
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Journal Club

Date: 30 March 2022
Speakers: Ms Ngor Yi Hui, Mr Wong Chee Seng and Ms Nellie Cheng 
from Health Sciences Authority, Singapore 
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Joint Webinar 

Date: 7 June 2022
6 Speakers from: 
•  Department of Chemistry, Malaysia
•  Health Sciences Authority, Singapore
•  Institute of Forensic Science, China

Growing Challenges in Cannabinoids Analysis 
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Scientific Session

Application of International Quality Management in 
Forensic Science Laboratories

Date: 21 June 2022
4 Speakers from: 
•  Institute of Forensic Science, 
People’s Republic of China
•  Health Sciences Authority, Singapore
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Scientific Session

Chemical Analysis of Unknowns/Materials

Date: 13 July 2022

Program:

•Presentations on latest development of 

instrumental techniques in chemical analysis 

by experts from vendors 

(MS, SPE & Raman Spectroscopy).

•Sharing by forensic labs from 7 countries on 

case studies & challenges

-  Singapore, Malaysia, Korea, China, Thailand, 

Indonesia, Brunei
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Bring Your Case Forum 

Date: 25 July 2022

Participants: 
Practitioners from People's 
Republic of China, Indonesia, 
Thailand, Malaysia and Philippines
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8th National Conference on 
Forensic Trace Evidence 

Date: 21 - 22 September 2022

Mr Lim Thiam Bon, TEWG Chair, was invited by IFS, China, to give a 
keynote lecture on “Trace Evidence in Singapore’s Context”

Program: Novel technologies & applications in trace evidence; stable 
isotopes; forensic geology
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Forensic Science Symposium 2022

Date: 3 – 5 October 2022

Organizers:
1. AFSN IDWG
2. European Network of Forensic Science Institutes (ENFSI)
3. United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 
4. United States Drug Enforcement Administration (US 

DEA)

•  More than 900 participants
•  From over 30 countries attended 

Ms Angela D. Salvador and Ms Wendy Lim (Chair and Vice-chair of IDWG) 
worked with colleagues from ENFSI, US DEA and UNODC for forensic laboratories to 

explore scientific solutions to current challenges in international drug control and provide 
a platform for the timely sharing of experiences.
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Forensic Science Symposium 2022

Session 1:  Methamphetamine: A Global Threat 

 – Strengthening Intelligence, Monitoring and Detection

Host:  Ms Angela D. Salvador and Ms Wendy Lim (Chair and Vice-chair of IDWG)

Speakers from IDWG, UNODC, INCB, US DEA and Switzerland

Ms Erlana Nindya Maulida
National Narcotics Board, 

Indonesia

Ms Tassawan Korsetthaphong
Office of Narcotics Control Board, 

Thailand

Ms Angela D. Salvador
Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency, 

Philippines
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Webinar 

Bringing you Back to Basics of Mixture Interpretation 
and Forensic Quality Standards 

Date: 25 October 2022

Speakers: 
Dr Michael Coble
Associate Professor and the Interim 
Executive Director, Center for Human 
Identification, University of North 
Texas Health Science Center, USA

Miss Anna Davey
Founder and Director, Forensic 
Foundations, Australia
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Website 

Created a website on digital forensic technology 
for learning and training
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Publication of ForensicAsia

•New Issue no. 12 published online, October 
2022.
•3 technical articles and 3 case studies, with 

3 articles on New Psychoactive Substances.
•American Society of Crime Laboratory 

Directors (ASCLD) Forensic Research 
Committee (FRC) Initiatives from the 
international scene.
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Strengthening 

Forensic Practice

20



Collaborative Exercise

7ᵗʰ AFSN Inter-Laboratory DNA Exercise on Kinship Analysis 
– results will be presented in Jakarta
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Collaborative Exercise

Bloodstain Pattern Analysis 
– results will be presented in Jakarta
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Collaborative Exercises

Stamp Impressions 
Examination

- Results will be presented 
in Jakarta

1ˢᵗ Paint
2ⁿᵈ Glass 
6ᵗʰ Fibre

TEWGQDWG
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AFSN Board Members 

2022 -202424
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“The only source of knowledge is experience.”
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Achievements in 2023
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CRIME SCENE INVESTIGATION
WORKGROUP

2023 ACTIVITIES
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Crime Scene Investigation Workgroup

Footwear Impression & BPA Collaborative Exercises

Aug – September 2023

22 (+33%) submissions received 22 submissions received
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AFSN CSI Workgroup Bloodstain Pattern Analysis 40h Basic 
Course 
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DIGITAL FORENSICS WORKGROUP
2023 ACTIVITIES31



Activities of 2023
2023 AFSN Annual Meeting and Symposium

Date : 11-15 Sep 2023 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
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Activities of 2023

The CE yielded good results, with the six participating 

institutes demonstrating close accuracy, z-score of 2.

16 participants in hands-on workshop covering crash scene 

evidence and practical training on command-line video analysis 

tool.

Collaborative exercise vehicle speed 

determination from video footage
Workshop on Introduction to Traffic Crash 

Reconstruction 
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Activities of 2023

Technical sharings showcasing advances in vehicle forensics, audio forensics, cybersecurity, and AI technologies.34



DNA WORKGROUP
2023 ACTIVITIES35



PAST ACTIVITIES

8ᵗʰ AFSN Inter-Laboratory DNA 
Exercise
⚬Health Sciences Authority, Singapore
￭19 member institutes : 7 countries
￭increase of 10 participants

Survey of MPS in Asia’s Forensic 
Laboratories

⚬UP Diliman, Philippines
￭13 participants 
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CURRENT ACTIVITIES

⚬The Power of NGS and FIGG
⚬Detecting more evidence at the Crime Scene

WORKSHOPS (2)

⚬Significance of Forensic Finding & Testimony in the Court of Law
⚬Shining Light and casting Shadows on Forensic DNA Advances

INVITED SPEAKERS (2)

⚬25 with 6 countries

ORAL (25)

⚬35 

POSTER

⚬Qiagen
⚬ThermoFisher
⚬Foster Freeman
⚬Gordon Thomas Honeywell

APPLICATION TALK BY VENDOR
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2023- 2024 ACTIVITIES

⚬9ᵗʰ Inter Lab 
⚬Laboratory Protocols SurveyExercises

⚬Quality
⚬Analysis protocolsWebinar

⚬UNT HSC
⚬NGS
⚬Member Institutes

Collaboration
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FORENSIC MEDICINE WORKGROUP

2023 ACTIVITIES40



Participants: 25 

Countries represented: 6
⚬1. Philippines: Phil. National Police-Forensic Grp.
⚬2. Indonesia: Universitas Airlangga
⚬3. Malaysia: National Institute of Forensic 

Medicine 
⚬4. South Korea: National Forensic Service
⚬5. Thailand: Central Institute of Forensic Science
⚬6. China: Institute of Forensic Science, Ministry of 

Public Security
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Photo with 
some 
participants
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Activities
Presenter Topic

1
Dr. Mohd 
Shah 
Mahmood

DVI: New Perspective with 
Current Technology

2
Dr. He 
Guanglong

DVI Operations in China

3
Dr. Nurul 
Kharmila 
Abdullah

Forensic Medicine in Malaysian 
Medical Education

4
Dr. Ahmad 
Hafizam bin 
Hasmi

High Risk Autopsy
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6 Poster Presentations

7 Oral Presentations

Election of new set of Steering 
Committee members 

44



Gen. Constancio T. Chinayog, 
AFSN President 

also attended one of the 
FMWG Sessions 45



Awarding of Certificates 
and souvenirs for the presentors. 
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Newly elected 
FMWG 

Steering 
Committee
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Some of our 
virtual conferences 

in 2023
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FINGERPRINT WORKGROUP

2023 ACTIVITIES49



Current Members

17 members(from 10 countries): Singapore, 
Malaysia, Tailand, China, Korea, Philippines, 

Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Timor-Leste, Myanmar, 
Mongolia 

2 invited members (no voting right): korea, Australia

member of steering committe
chair: Rongliang MA (China)

vice-Chair: absent
Secretaries: Dr Liu Shiquan (China)

Pol. Maj. Rafael B Roxas JR (Philippines)
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• Two Interested members from Mongolian Police 
applied the membership for FPWG(waiting for 
approved)

•One academic speech“The Sydney declaration – Revisiting 
the essence of forensic science through its fundamental 
principles” on 2022 November.

by Prof. Claude ROUX, the President of International Association 
of Forensic Science. Director of Centre for Forensic Science, 
University of Technology Sydney AUSTRALIA

Achievements for the year
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• 1 oral presentation 
• Solving Crimes at Your Fingertips: AFIS Success Stories 

in Swift Identification of Suspects
•presented by Liz Ann Sucgang from the Philippine 

National Police Forensic Group.

Schedule for this meeting
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2 posters

1.The Latent Fingerprint Analysis by “VeriFinger 12.0” 
Software 

Duangnate Pipatsatitpong*, Siraprapha Klamkliang*, 
Pairoa Praihirunkit 

Graduate Program of Forensic Science, Faculty of Allied 
Health Sciences, Thammasat University, Pathum Thani 
12120, Thailand.

2. Synthesis of Magnetic Fluorescent Silicon Composite 
Materials For Latent Fingerprints Detection
• Shuoyun Wei, Meimei Cui, Liying Ma from Chinese 

University of Politics and Law
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Current problems

1.Less International Communication makes the 
connection of members difficult.

2.Less funding makes organizing meeting difficult.
3.The development of more modern forensic techniques 

such as electronic evidences and CCTV footage make 
fingerprint less important in crime investigation.

No business meeting was held due to the absence of group 
members, but current problems and future plans have been 
discussed by the participants.
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Plans for next year

1.will have regular meetings and other activities.
2.will share practices between group members such 

as difficult fingerprint identification, etc.
3.will have new members from Malysia, the 

Philippines and Singapore.
4.To invite Prof. Chritophe CHAMPOD, to give an 

presentation named “Implementation of algorithms 
in pattern and impression evidence” .

5.To organize an academic meeting in China.
6.To revise the Term of FPWG.
7.To change some of the members of the Steering 

committee.
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Thank you very much.
Happy the Mid-Autumn Festival!
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ILLICIT DRUGS WORKGROUP
2023 ACTIVITIES57



Hair Analysis Workshop Cannabis Training

AFSN Training Workshop, July 2023

• Onsite participants: 5 forensic 

scientists from 3 national 

laboratories in Brunei 

Darussalam, Malaysia and 

Philippines

• Online Lectures: 9 lectures 

were conducted in hybrid format 

and had about 400 online 

participants from 28 countries. 

HSA partnered AFSN (Illicit Drugs Workgroup and 
Toxicology Workgroup) to conduct training and share 
knowledge and insights on analysis of cannabis and new 
psychoactive substances (NPS) in drugs and biological 
specimens, as well as the laboratories’ best practices.

Already Conducted, and may 
conduct upon request from many 

institutes
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14 Oral, 
10 Posters, 
8 Country Presentations

Ms. Emily D. 
Lockhart/DEA as the 
trainer on Clan Lab

2 Guest speakers from 
AFP 

2 Guest speakers from  
UNODC

3
Group Photo taken at 2023 AFSN Meeting in KL, Malaysia
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Session 2: Emerging landscapes – 

understanding and responding to new 

psychoactive substances

October 11, 2023 – 12:30 – 15:30 pm CET 

will be hosted by :

Dr Vanitha Kunalan and Ms Wendy Lim 

(Chair and Vice-chair of AFSN-IDWG) 
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QUALITY ASSURANCE & STANDARDS 

COMMITTEE 

2023 ACTIVITIES
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Survey of Quality Framework 
Practices in IDWG members

•From April to May 2023, a set of survey questions was sent to 
the IDWG & QASC committee members of the AFSN. 
•The survey aimed to gather information on the practice of the 
quality framework in the seized drugs discipline.
•The information gathered will help us to better understand the 
state of quality assurance practices in the illicit drug laboratories 
among AFSN member institutes.
•This will allow us to identify good practices and any areas for 
improvement so as to align our future activities to our needs.
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Scope of Survey

•Competency of Personnel
•Equipment & Consumables
•Collection, Analysis, Interpretation, Reporting
•Procedures, Protocols, Variations
•Quality Management63



Areas for improvement

•Incorporate ethical practices and criminal law and testimony 
into the training program
•Implement suitable verification checks on reference materials 
used for routine drug analysis
•Incorporate estimation of MU for quantitative analysis
•Full assessment of the performance characteristics in method 
validation for quantitative analysis for new methods
•Explore digitalisation and computerised Laboratory Information 
Management System (LIMS)
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Joint Workshop by IDWG/TXWG/QASC
10 – 14 July 2023

•5-day Laboratory Training Workshop: jointly organised by HSA 
and AFSN Illicit Drugs Workgroup, Toxicology Workgroup and 
Quality Assurance & Standards Committee.

•Objective: Provide insights and practical knowledge on 
laboratory best practices as well as testing of cannabinoids and 
new psychoactive substances in both drug samples and 
biological specimens. 65



•5 Forensic scientists from 3 National Labs: Brunei Department of 
Scientific Services, Malaysia Department of Chemistry and 
Philippines PDEA attended physically.

Joint Workshop by IDWG/TXWG/QASC
10 – 14 July 2023

•~400 online participants 
from 28 countries attended 
9 online lectures, including 
quality assurance in illicit 
drugs laboratory.
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•Invited Ms Anja Einseln in QASC workshop on:
• Root Cause Toolbox
• Risks & Opportunities

•Six oral presentations in various aspects on quality 
assurance;
•One session on ethics in forensic science.

QASC program in 15th AFSN Annual 
Meeting and Symposium

10 – 14 July 2023
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Election QASC Committee

Chair Mr. Hua Feng
Institute of Forensic Science, Ministry of Public 

Security, China

Vice-chair Dr Lui Chi Pang Health Sciences Authority, Singapore

Secretary (1) Ms. Minerva S Sagum
DNA Analysis Lab, NSRI, University of Philippines, 

Philippines

Secretary (2)
Ms. Fahimahtul Aqiilah 

Murni

Department of Scientific Services, Brunei 

Darrusalam
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QUESTIONED DOCUMENT 

WORKGROUP

2023 ACTIVITIES

70



Agenda

1. QDWG Steering Committee 2021-2023

2. New members

3. Updates on 15th AFSN Annual Meeting and Symposium

4. Our work 2022-2023

5. Election 

6. QDWG Steering Committee 2023-2025

7. Any other business 71



QDWG Steering Committee 
2021-2023

Mr Wang Xiaoguang
IFS, China

Ms Wan Rahimah  
KIMIA, Malaysia

Ms Nellie Cheng
HSA, Singapore

Ms Jovelyne 
Maggay

PNP, Philippines

Dr Qin Da
IFS, China

Dr Li Chi Keung
HKGL, HKSAR, China
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New members

Institute of Forensic 
Science, China

China University of 
Political Science and Law, 

China

Immigration and 
Checkpoints Authority, 

Singapore

Health Sciences 
Authority, Singapore

Xiaoguang Wang

Lim Shing Min

Hashim Sheik Ahmad,
Candice Sin Ka Leng

Hongfeng HAN

Past member(s) New/replaced member(s)

Han Xingzhou 

Ngor Yi Hui

Kouk Leong Jie,
Mohamed Asik Akbarsha 

1

2

3

4
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New members

Clause 4.2 ii

Each member institute can nominate up to two representatives to be 
members of each Workgroup/Committee.74



Updates on 15th AFSN Annual Meeting 
and Symposium

QDWG 
Invited Speaker
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Full program with all slots filled up

• 15 Oral Presentations (12 from QDWG members, 3 from vendors)

• 4 Poster Presentations  

Updates on 15th AFSN Annual Meeting 
and Symposium
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Our work 2022-2023

▪ QDWG was one of the Partner Organizations

▪ Nellie introduced our WG to the community

International Scene

Partner Organization
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Our work 2022-2023

Round Table – FDE: Challenges for the future

Speakers: Chi Keung LI, Carolyn Moldez-Pitoy, 
Iskandar Azaman

Scientific Session

Presentations from QDWG members

International Scene

Partner Organization
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Our work 2022-2023

▪ International 
Forensic Strategic 
Alliance (IFSA) 
released Minimum 
Requirements for 
Forensic Document 
Examination in 
June 2023

▪ QDWG provided 
inputs to this 
document

International Scene
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Our work 2022-2023

▪ 8 institutes signed up for the participation of CE 

▪ 7 returns

 

Knowledge Sharing
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Our work 2022-2023

Collaboration and Cooperation

Background:

• Both Romanized Malay and English use 26 alphabet letters (a to z) in their 
composition of words.  

• Examinations of questioned Romanized Malay handwriting using a writer’s specimen 
English handwriting (and vice versa) have been conducted over the years. 

Problem statement: 

• Do the alphabet letters in the two languages share common characteristic features 
and they can be used for comparison?

QDWG research study on handwriting
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Our work 2022-2023

Collaboration and Cooperation

Plan:

• Recruitment of Writers: 

• Age: Above 18 (Reasons: (1) legal age to obtain consent (2) exhibiting more 
stable handwriting features) 

• Education: Received education in both English and Romanized Malay

• Number: Target to collect known handwriting from more than 100 writers

QDWG research study on handwriting
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Our work 2022-2023

The Steering 
Committee has 
prepared a 
handwriting specimen 
collection form

Collaboration and Cooperation

QDWG research study on handwriting
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Our work 2022-2023

(1) Consent form

Collaboration and Cooperation

QDWG research study on handwriting
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Our work 2022-2023

(2) Data Collection Sheet

Collaboration and Cooperation

QDWG research study on handwriting
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Our work 2022-2023

(3) Passages

• One in English

• Modified “London Letter”

Collaboration and Cooperation

QDWG research study on handwriting
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Our work 2022-2023

(3) Passages

• Two in Romanised Malay

Collaboration and Cooperation

QDWG research study on handwriting
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Our work 2022-2023

Invitations to participate

▪ Handwriting collection

▪ Handwriting features analysis

▪ Data treatment

▪ Writing of paper for publication

Collaboration and Cooperation

QDWG research study on handwriting
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Election

Confirmed candidates for QDWG Steering Committee (2023-2025) 

Position Name Institute

Chair 1. Nellie Cheng Health Sciences Authority, Singapore

Vice-Chair 1. Wan Rahimah
2. Han Xingzhou 

Department of Chemistry, Malaysia
Institute of Forensic Science, Ministry of Public Security, People's Republic of China

Secretary 1. Qin Da
2. Jovelyne Maggay

Institute of Forensic Science, Ministry of Public Security, People's Republic of China
Philippine National Police Forensic Group, Philippines

Member 1. Meenakshi Mahajan
2. Bing Li
3. Li Chi Keung

Regional Forensic Science Lab, NR, Dharamshala, District Kangra (HP), India
China University of Political Science and Law, Beijing, People's Republic of China
Hong Kong Government Laboratory, HKSAR, People's Republic of China

No elections 
needed

For election
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Election

According to the AFSN Terms of Reference for WG/C Section 4 to 6 on 
Membership, Steering Committee and Subcommittee, and Voting:

• Each member institute shall have only one vote.

• Decisions made through voting process are based on a simple majority.  In 
cases where the votes are equally divided, the vote of the Chairperson is 
decisive.
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Election

Dr Meenakshi Mahajan, Regional Forensic Science Lab, 

NR, Dharamshala, District Kangra (HP), India

Dr Bing Li, China University of Political Science and Law, 

Beijing, People's Republic of China

Dr Li Chi Keung, Hong Kong Government Laboratory, 
HKSAR, People's Republic of China

Election for the position of Steering Committee Member

Elected
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QDWG Steering Committee 
2023-2025

Chair

Ms Nellie 
Cheng
Health 

Sciences 
Authority, 
Singapore

Vice-Chair

Mdm Wan 
Rahimah
Department of 
Chemistry, 
Malaysia

Vice-Chair

Dr Han 
Xingzhou 
Institute of 
Forensic 
Science, 
People's 
Republic of 
China

Secretary

Dr Qin Da
Institute of 
Forensic 
Science, 
People's 
Republic of 
China

Secretary

Ms Jovelyne 
Maggay
Philippine 
National Police 
Forensic 
Group, 
Philippines

Member

Dr Li Chi Keung 

Hong Kong 
Government 
Laboratory, 
HKSAR, 
People's 
Republic of 
China
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Terima Kasih
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TRACE EVIDENCE WORKGROUP 

2023 ACTIVITIES94



• As part of the initiative of 2023, TEWG and Forensic Chemistry & Physics Laboratory, Singapore 

organised the “TEWG TAPE SHARING SESSION” on 12ᵗʰ Jul 2023.

• A workshop titled “Introduction to Forensic Examination & Comparison of Pressure Sensitive 

Tape” was conducted by Ms Oh Suat Ping, Singapore. There were also speakers from different AFSN 

member institutes sharing on case studies and challenges faced by their laboratories in the tapes 

analysis work.

• Approximately 60 participants from Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, Brunei, Korea, Indonesia, 

Philipines and China attended this online session.

2
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• Mr Saiful Fazamil, Director of Criminalistics Division (KIMIA), also the Vice Chair of TEWG, was invited to 
conduct a virtual technical training to the staff in CIFS on 28 June 2022.

• Objective: to prepare examiners for a new service that offers vehicle identification, particularly the verification 
of VIN and engine numbers, and restoration of obliterated serial numbers.

• 15 participants, consisting of forensic scientists from the Firearm and Physics Evidence Examination Section and 
the Crime Scene Investigation Section attended the training.
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• A pre-symposium workshop titled “Practical Paint Analysis & Database” was conducted by Mr Lim 

Thiam Bon, the Chair of TEWG,  to the 10 participants from the Department of Chemistry, Malaysia. 

• This is an effort of TEWG to educate trace examiners and enhance knowledge in the realm of trace 

evidence analysis and interpretation among the members of AFSN.
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• The workshop shared the overview of vehicle paint composition and analysis, spectral interpretation 

of paint components, the use and value of vehicle paint databases in providing intelligence 

information and acting as a tool to strengthen evaluation/interpretation of vehicle paint evidence.
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• The first collaborative exercise of gunshot residues analysis was administered by the Department 

of Chemistry, Malaysia. 

• Through this exercise, it is hoped that a comprehensive study on practice and technical approaches 

in the analysis of gunshot residues would enhance lab’s capability and encourage collaborations 

among member institutes in this area of analysis.

• The results were shared in this AFSN Symposium.  
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• The TEWG scientific session saw an increase of abstracts submission. Altogether, there were 16 oral 

presentations and 4 posters.

•  A variety of areas of trace evidence presented which are related to soils, fire debris analysis, home-

made firearms, explosives, black powder, cosmetics, gunshot residues, serial numbers restoration, 

cable ties, etc, with the use of advanced technology such as IRMS, micro-XRF, spectrophotometer, 

among others. 
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TOXICOLOGY WORKGROUP 
2023 ACTIVITIES
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I. Update of 2023 AFSN Lab Training Workshop

Jointly organized by Health Sciences Authority (HSA) and the AFSN 
IDWG, TXWG and QASC
Date: 10 – 14 Jul 2023 • 9 hybrid lectures on laboratory best practices, 

method validation, automation, as well as testing 
of cannabinoids and new psychoactive substances 
in seized drugs, biological specimens, food and 
health products.

• 5 on-site participants from KIMIA Malaysia (2), 
DSS Brunei (2) and PDEA Philippines (1)

• ~400 online participants from 28 countries 
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Jointly organized by Health Sciences Authority (HSA) and the AFSN 
IDWG, TXWG and QASC
Date: 10 – 14 Jul 2023 

By Chan Si Jia, Zhang HuiFen, Lim 
Cheng Min and Soo Chock Ying

• Hair workshop on preliminary 
examination and processing of hair 
samples for drug analysis
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Jointly organized by Health Sciences Authority (HSA) and the AFSN 
IDWG, TXWG and QASC
Date: 10 – 14 Jul 2023 
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II. Update of 2023 AFSN Annual Meeting and Symposium
Date : 11-15 Sep 2023 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

• Hosted by KIMIA, Malaysia 
• TXWG Invited Speaker: Assoc Prof Dimitri Gerostamoulos
• Workshop on hair drug testing 
• 10 oral presentations: Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand, 

Philippines, UNODC
• 7 posters presentations: Indonesia, Singapore, Korea, 

Thailand 
• 1 vendor talk: Gerstel LLP
• Case discussion with expert (a kickstart for mentorship)
• Pre symposium Workshops by Waters & Agilent Tech
• Participation: a lot better with the aid of online mode 

(notes and recording link for expert talks can be shared 
with other members)
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2023 TXWG meeting @ Pullman Hotel, KL

II. Update of 2023 AFSN Annual Meeting and Symposium
Date : 11-15 Sep 2023 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
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Update and discussion 
Future TXWG Activities
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3. Updates and Discussion : Future Training Plans

i. Collaboration with IDWG & QASC for joint activity

Toxicology and drugs are closely related, good to continue collaborating 
with IDWG & QASC for joint activity e.g. joint webinar
• Topics of interest e.g. cannabinoids, NPS, method validation, 

drug testing in hair
• Quality Assurance..e.g proper validation techniques (established 

guidelines for biological specimens)
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3. Updates and Discussion : Future Training Plans

i. Online member’s sharing session

Representative from each country members to update & share the 
latest technique/approach in toxicology 

⚬ Techniques/methods of interest 
⚬ Specimen handling
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3. Updates and Discussion : Future Training Plans

Kick start the members sharing case issues 

for discussion with Assoc Prof Dimitri 

Gerostamoulos during 2023 AFSN TXWG

• Dr Stephen Morley, consultant chemical pathologist & forensic toxicologist, 

A/Prof University of Leicester, Head of Pathology School, Leicester Royal Infirmary, 

UK (invited speaker for AFSN TXWG in 2021 by CIFS, Thailand) had an informal 

visit to HSA on 11 Oct 2022

• He suggested the idea of having online mentorship to help the regional toxicologists 

in the area of toxicology interpretation

i. Online case discussion sessions with invited expert(s)
￭ Case studies for discussion
￭ Sharing case experience
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i. TXWG programme for 16ᵗʰ AFSN Thailand, 2ⁿᵈ week of September 
2024 (tentative), 3-day event

⚬ Invited Speaker - Dr Dimitri and Dr Simon Elliott
• Country update e.g. challenges and technologies update from 

representative from each country member?
⚬ discussion of current problems that can lead to issues in 

future
￭ Workshop? 

3. Updates and Discussion : Future Training Plans

WG will send the survey to all participants for 
feedback on the 2023 TOX programme and 
proposal for 2024 TOX meeting in Thailand  
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4. Round the Table Discussion

1.Preferred timing for webinar/online discussion?
Suggestion from the members to avoid Monday and Friday, and prefer the 

webinar to be held in the afternoon (2-4pm), with no more than 1 hr.

1.Interested in participating the interlaboratory comparison 

study? 
Encourage members to participate in UNODC International Collaborative 

Exercises (ICE) programme for biological specimen. 
112



5. Election of position holder for 2024/2025

S/N Member Institute Position

1
Health Sciences Authority (HSA), Singapore

(Moy Hooi Yan)
Chair

2
Department of Chemistry (KIMIA), Malaysia

(Fathiah A. Zubaidi)
Vice-Chair

4
Department of Forensic Medicine, Faculty of 
Medicine, Chulalongkorn University, Thailand

(Dr Parath Thirati)

Secretary

Members from 6 institutes (HSA, DSS, KIMIA, NRL, PNP and NBI) attended the 
business meeting, and casted their votes as follow: 
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PUBLICATION OF 

ForensicAsia
114



•New Issue no. 13 
published online, August 
2023.
•9 technical articles and 3 
case studies, with a 
number of articles on 
forensic biology.
•Including AFSN news, 
Members’ news, New 
member institute and 
International scene.

Publication of ForensicAsia
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Best Paper of the Year 2023

Titles of 3 Papers selected by the Guest Editors

Comparison of DNA Yield and STR DNA Profiles for Different Components of Sperm 

Differential Extraction Method in Casework Samples

Determination of DNA Content from Three Types of Bone Sample to Establish the Bone 

Sampling Guideline for Missing Person and Unidentified Body Examination

The Detection of Methcathinone in Urine Samples after Consumption of Ephedrine or 

Pseudoephedrine
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Best Paper of the Year 2023

The Detection of Methcathinone in Urine Samples after 

Consumption of Ephedrine or Pseudoephedrine

Ms Goh Mei Ling Evelyn, Ms Moy Hooi Yan and Dr Lui Chi Pang
Health Sciences Authority, Singapore

Best Paper selected by the Board . . .
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"One moment can change a day, one day can change a life, 

and one life can change the world."
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Achievements in 2024
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CRIME SCENE INVESTIGATION
WORKGROUP

2024 ACTIVITIES

120



Annual Report
• Workgroup events from the past four years

• Election of 2025/26 committee

• Future Plans

ASIAN FORENSIC SCIENCES NETWORK 2024
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Integrated crime scene and evidence systems in Shandong province, China Equipment traceability and validation procedures to meet ISO17025 requirements
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ASIAN FORENSIC SCIENCES NETWORK 2024
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40-hour BPA Basic Course  leading to basic BPA qualifications in pattern 

recognition for crime scene examination at KIMIA, Malaysia.

ASIAN FORENSIC SCIENCES NETWORK 2024
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ASIAN FORENSIC SCIENCES NETWORK 2024
ISO17020 accreditation

https://www.afsn.asia/ForensicAsia

Abraham AYSA, International Criminal Investigative 
Training Assistance Program (ICITAP) 
Quality Workshop – QASC x CSIWG | ISO17020
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Year Participants

2022 (BPA) 16

2023 (BPA + Footwear) 22

2024 (BPA) 19

ASIAN FORENSIC SCIENCES NETWORK 2024

CSIWG Collaborative Exercises
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Plans:
• CSI Workgroup study trip in June 2025 on protocols and 

techniques (tentative: Beijing)
• Continuation of annual BPA collaborative exercise to promote 

discipline standardisation
• Training/attachment for members (tentative: Singapore)
• Work with IABPA translation committee on BPA terminology
• Liaise with more workgroups in the region on crime scene/ crime 

scene imaging/ BPA.

ASIAN FORENSIC SCIENCES NETWORK 2024
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ASIAN FORENSIC SCIENCES NETWORK 2024

DAY 1 DAY 2
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DIGITAL FORENSICS WORKGROUP

2024 ACTIVITIES129



New Office Bears 

No. Position Held Name Country Institute

1 Chair Kang Yanrong China Institute of Forensic Science,P.R.C

2 Vice Chair

Muhammad 

Zulkifly bin 

Mohd Isa

Malaysia Royal Malaysia Police

3 Vice Chair
Amornrat 

Lekwichal
Thailand

Central institute of Forensic 

Science

4 Secretary Grace Wong singapore Health Sciences Authority

5 Secretary Zhang Yaoguo China Institute of Forensic Science, P.R.C

6 Special Secretary Do Joon Jung Korean
National Forensic Service, South 

Korea
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Activites of 2024

1.Seminar in Beijing

30 Experts from Singapore,Malaysia,Uzbekistan,Hongkong China, China attended the semiar on June 12-16
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2024 Activites
2. Academic Exchange

1). 3D Print

2).Fraud 

Crime

3).Lab 

Construction

4).Voice 

Recognition

5).digital data 

in traffic 

accident
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3. Technical Training

2024 Activites

• Car Forensics

• Large Model

• Data Recovery

• Mobile Forensics
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2024 Activites
4. Laboratory Visist

Toxicology Lab, Trace Evidence Lab, DNA Lab, Digital Forensics Lab...
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2024 Activites

5. GreatWall Visit

Experiencing 

Chinese History 

and  Culture.....
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2024 Activites
6. Annual Meeting&Symposium

36 Experts from 

Thailand,Singapore,

Malaysia, South 

Korea,China,Indonesia,

Timor-Leste......attended 

the meeting &symposium

17 oral presentation

3  posters
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2024 Activites
6. Annual Meeting&Symposium
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2024 Activites
6. Annual Meeting&Symposium
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2024 Activites
6. Annual Meeting&Symposium
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2024 Activites
6. Annual Meeting&Symposium
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2024 Activites
7. Business Meeting
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Plan for 2025

1.On-Scene Academic Exchange 

 Organization: China

Place: Cities in China

Time: to be determined

2. Inter-Lab Proficiency Test 

Oraganization: Hongkong, China

Time: October 2024- March 2025

3.On-Line Digital Forensics Essentials & First Responders Training

Organization: Malaysia

Time: to be determined
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Concluding Remarks

Special thanks to CIFS for meticulous planning 

and to AFSN for unwavering support. 

Without your dedication, this event would not have been possible.

Special thanks to our hardworking team members, your commitment and 

teamwork have been invaluable. Your efforts have made a significant impact 

on the success of this gathering.
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DNA WORKGROUP
2024 ACTIVITIES144



16th AFSN Meeting & Symposium in Thailand

1 Pre-conference Workshop
5 workshops 

(Thermo, Bruce, GTH, Qiagen, 
Promega)

2 Oral Presentations 21 oral from 11 countries

3 Poster Presentations 12 posters from 7 countries

4 Participation Approx 150 

5 Invited speakers 4  
(US, UK, India, Spain)
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Activities in 2024

⚬DNA collection
⚬“Evaluating the routine & 4N6FLOQSwabs  between and within laboratories” 
⚬25 participant laboratories from 11 countries
⚬32% increase year-on-year
⚬Largest number of participants so far

9th Interlaboratory Exercise 

⚬Gather information on the practice of the quality framework in the Biology discipline to 
better understand the state of quality assurance practices in the DNA laboratories among 
AFSN member institutes. 
⚬Allow laboratories to identify good practices and any areas for improvement and align 

future activities to Workgroup’s needs.
⚬17 responses received

QASC x DNAWG Survey
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DNAWG Steering Committee 2025-2026

Chairman       HSA, Singapore I Ms. Juliana Sim

Vice-Chairman       IFS, China I Dr. Hu Sheng

Secretary 
(Annual Meeting)

Secretary 1        KIMIA, Malaysia I Ms. Siti Hajar Binti Hussin  

Secretary 2        CIFS, Thailand I Mrs. Chanidapa Srinongwa

NFS, South Korea I Dr. Gangnam Jin
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Proposed 
Plans for 

2024/2025

Quality Talk in early Nov 2024

8ᵗʰ Interlaboratory Exercise – Manuscript 
submission

10ᵗʰ Anniversary of Interlaboratory Exercise 

DNAWG Survey on workflow and processes

Webinar
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Timeline of Interlaboratory Exercises

DNA 
Collection

9ᵗʰ Exercise – 2024
• Evaluation of swabs

10ᵗʰ Exercise – 2025
• Biofluid Identification

DNA Workgroup Interlab Exercises first started in 2014. 
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FORENSIC MEDICINE WORKGROUP 
2024 ACTIVITIES151



BRING YOUR OWN CASE FORUM
•Presenters 3 countries; 

•Malaysia

•

•96 Registrants from different countries.

• Thailand 

• Indonesia

20 March 2024
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BRING YOUR OWN CASE FORUM
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Chinese Forensic Medicine conference
•  Chinese FMWG and DFWG joint conferences

• 12-13 June 2024

Thailand, Indonesia and Malaysia

• Some members from south Korea, 
Thailand, and Indonesia joined 
online.

• 3 International FMWG members attended the conference from 

• 15 keynote speakers
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FINGERPRINT WORKGROUP 
2024 ACTIVITIES
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Current Members

22 members(from 10 countries): Singapore, 
Malaysia, Tailand, China, Korea, Philippines, 

Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Timor-Leste, Myanmar, 
Mongolia 

3 invited members (no voting right): korea, 
Australia,China

member of steering committe
chair: Rongliang MA (China)

vice-Chair: absent
Secretaries: Dr Liu Shiquan (China)

Pol. Maj. Rafael B Roxas JR (Philippines)
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• 5 New members from PNP and China ( Gansu University of 
Political Science and Law, Nanjing Police College,Nantong Police, 
Chininese University of Political Science and Law
•One Interested member from Hongkong Police (waiting for 

response)

New members for the year
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• 3 oral presentation 
•A comparative study of Sudan black and superglue methods for the enhancement fingerprints on grease 

contaminated non-porous surfaces.
•Rhizomucor miehei LIPASE NANOCONJUGATE AS A CANDIDATE FOR FORENSIC VISUALIZATION OF LATENT 

FINGERMARKS ON WET NON-POROUS OBJECTS
• The Future Directions of Fingerprint Detection Techniques
• 1 poster
• Effects of FingerprintEnhancement Techniques on Forensic DNA Recovery

Schedule for this meeting
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Presentation 1
Comparative study of Sudan black and superglue 
methods for the enhancement fingerprints on grease 
contaminated non-porous surfaces.
Miss Peeraya Shaanle，CIFS, Thailand
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Presentation 2
Rhizomucor miehei LIPASE NANOCONJUGATE AS A CANDIDATE 
FOR FORENSIC VISUALIZATION OF LATENT FINGERMARKS ON WET 
NON-POROUS OBJECTS
Nik Ihtisyam Majdah Nik Razi，Investigative and Forensic 
Sciences Research Group, Universiti Teknologi Malaysia
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Presentation 3
The Future Directions of Fingerprint Detection 
Techniques
Dr Rongliang MA
IFS, CHINA
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Current problems

1.   less funding makes organizing meeting difficult.
2.   the development of more modern forensic techniques 
such as eletronic evidences and CCTV footage make 
fingerprint less important in crime investigation.

No business meeting was held due to the absence of group 
members, but current problems and future plans have been 
discussed by the participants. Will have business meeting to 
change the steering committee by online meeting soon.

163



Plans for next year(from now to next Symposium)

1.will have regular meetings and other activities.
2.After discussion with the members of workgroup, will share 

practices between group members both online and offline 
including:
•difficult fingerprint identification;
•novel fingerprint detection techniques;
• fingerprint collection at crime scenes;
•AFIS techniques
• future directions
3.  To organize an academic meeting in China.(togeher with   

other workgroups?)
4.  To revise the Term of FPWG.
5.  To change some of the members of the Steering committee.
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Guest speakers to be invited

1.To invite Prof. Chritophe CHAMPOD, Director of CFS Lausanne University, 
Switzerland to give an presentation on “The new expression of conclusion in 
pattern and impression evidence by probability and likelyhood ratio” .

2.to invite Prof. Claude Roux, Director for CFS, UTS, Australia to give presentation 
on the advance of Fingerprint and Forensic Science.

3.Other intrested presenter may be Prof. Pierre Margot and Prof. James Robertson 
on crime scene investigation.
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Thank you very much.
Happy the Mid-Autumn Festival!
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ILLICIT DRUGS WORKGROUP 
2024 ACTIVITIES
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Webinar - LIMS for Forensic 
Investigation

14 March 2024
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 Clandestine Laboratory Investigations 
and Sampling of Exhibits Course 

• 10 – 13 June 2024 
• Hosted by KIMIA Malaysia
• Topics on Clandestine Drug Lab 

Investigation – Hazard and Safety; 
Case study and report writing; 
manufacturing methods for 
methamphetamine, samples 
collection and analysis of samples, 
cooking classes (methamphetamine, 
amphetamine, methcathinone)
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20 Oral with 9 Country 
Presentations, 4 Posters, 

Mr Yang Ziliang (Legal 
Director HSA) and Mr 
Chotphan Jullaphet 
(Narcotics Law 
Enforcement Expert) as 
Trainers  for “Science 
Meets Law: Enhancing 
Work Through Legal 
Collaboration Workshop”

2 Guest speakers each 
from AFP and 3 from 
UNODC

Group Photo taken at 2024 AFSN Meeting in Bangkok, Thailand
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AFSN co-host with UNODC, 
US DEA and ENFSI

4ᵗʰ Forensic Science 
Symposium on virtual 

platform

Oct 8 – 10 2024
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UNODC and Colombo Plan Sponsorship
(Total 6 participants)

UNODC
1.Cambodia – National Authority for 

Combatting Drugs
2.China – Drug Intelligence and Forensic 

Center, Ministry of Public Security
3.Myanmar – Myanmar Police Force, Ministry 

of Home Affairs
4.Vietnam – Institute of Forensic Science, 

Ministry of Public Security

Colombo Plan 
1.Mongolia – National Forensic Agency
2.Sri Lanka – Government Analyst’s 

Department
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New Office Bearers : Year 2025 – 2026 (2 years)

No. Position Held Name Country/Region Institute

1 Chairman Dr Vanitha Kunalan Malaysia Department of Chemistry

2 Vice-Chairman Dr Ong Mei Ching Singapore Health Sciences Authority

3 Secretary Dr. Jiyeong Jo South Korea National Forensic Service

Current IDWG Membership Details : 
32 members from 22 institutes from 15 countries 
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Future Training Plans

• Clandestine Laboratory Training
• Drug Analysis – Drug Sampling, NPS, Instrumentation, Automation, 

“How to do more with less” yet fulfilling accreditation
• Data Integrity,  Machine learning for new drug identification
• Quality Assurance – Method Validation, Best Practices
• For future meeting – Bring your own slides, Panel of experts for 

discussion, selection of a specific topic e.g. vapes analysis for group 
discussion. 174



QUALITY ASSURANCE & STANDARDS 

COMMITTEE 

2024 ACTIVITIES
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16ᵗʰ AFSN Annual Meeting
QASC Program

International Forensic Strategic Alliance Workshop
Building a quality culture in regional

forensic science network

Organized by AFSN International Liaison Officer
Dr Angeline Yap
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•From February to May 2024, a set of survey questions was sent to 
the DNAWG & TXWG members of the AFSN. 
• The survey aimed to gather information on the practice of the 

quality framework in the forensic biology and forensic toxicology 
disciplines.
• The information gathered will help us to better understand the state 

of quality assurance practices in the two disciplines among AFSN 
member institutes.
• This will allow us to identify good practices and any areas for 

improvement so as to align future activities to our needs.

Survey of Quality Framework

177



Scope of Survey

•Competency of Personnel
•Equipment & Consumables
•Collection, Analysis, Interpretation, Reporting
•Procedures, Protocols, Variations
•Quality Management
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Areas for improvement in DNA Labs

• Incorporate ethical practices and criminal law and testimony into 
the training program
• Implement suitable verification checks on reference materials 

used for routine DNA analysis
• Full assessment of the performance characteristics in method and 

equipment validation
• Explore digitalisation and computerised Laboratory Information 

Management System (LIMS)

179



Results of Survey in Toxicology

• TXWG & QASC will jointly organize an online 
Workshop in Forensic Toxicology & Quality 
Assurance in the first half of 2025.
• The results of this Survey will be presented during 

the Workshop.

Look out for further 
Announcement!
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Proposed Survey in QDWG

•QASC is proposing to carry out a survey of quality 
framework in the document examination discipline 
in 2025.
•QASC will be working with QDWG on the details of 

this survey, and we will need support from the 
members of QDWG to participate.
• The results of this Survey will be presented in the 

next AFSN Annual Meeting & Symposium.
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QUESTIONED DOCUMENT WORKGROUP
2024 ACTIVITIES
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QDWG Steering Committee 

2023-2025

Chair

Ms Nellie 

Cheng

Health Sciences 

Authority, 

Singapore

Vice-Chair

Mdm Wan 

Rahimah

Department of 

Chemistry, 

Malaysia

Vice-Chair

Dr Han Xingzhou 

Institute of 

Forensic Science, 

People's Republic 

of China

Secretary

Dr Qin Da

Institute of 

Forensic Science, 

People's Republic 

of China

Secretary

Ms Jovelyne 

Maggay

Philippine National 

Police Forensic 

Group, Philippines

Member

Dr Li Chi Keung 

Hong Kong 

Government 

Laboratory, 

HKSAR, People's 

Republic of China

• 5 SC members attend 

this year’s Annual 

meeting

• All of us present their 

work in Scientific 

Session
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Members update

National Forensic 

Service, South Korea

Republican Center for 

Forensic Examination 

under the Ministry of 

Justice, Republic of 

Uzbekistan

Tae Yi Kang

Ka Young Lee

Isomiddinov Fazliddin 

Fahriddinovich

Rakhimov Orzu 

Bakhodirovich

Past member(s) New/replaced member(s)

Tae Yi Kang

1

2

20 institutes/labs from 12 countries
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Updates on 16ᵗʰ afsn annual meeting 

and symposium

• 16 Oral Presentations (15 Oral Presentations last year)

• 2 Poster Presentations

• 1 Invited speaker  

Mr Andrew Parkinson 

Australian Federal Police, Australia

“Forensic intelligence in questioned document 

examination – towards a model of proactivity and 

disruption”
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Our work 2023-2024

• Nellie attended the 15th ENFSI/ENFHEX Conference in Stockholm, 

Sweden from June 17-20, 2024.

• In her presentation, she included one slide to introduce our WG to the 

ENFHEX community.

International Scene
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Our work 2023-2024

International Scene

• International Forensic Strategic Alliance (IFSA) 

released Minimum Requirements for Forensic 

Document Examination in June 2023 with 

QDWG inputs

• Translation of the MRD into Bahasa Malay, 

Chinese and Thai by KIMIA, IFS, and CIFS 

respectively.  
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Our work 2023-2024

International Scene

“The Journey of the Asian Forensic Sciences 

Network through Fifteen Years”

Forensic Science International 359 (2024) 112042

(https://doi.org/10.1016/j.forsciint.2024.112042)188



Our work 2023-2024

• IFS, China organized Collaborative Exercise 

2024

• Examination of Chinese signatures

Knowledge Sharing
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Our work 2023-2024

Collaboration and Cooperation
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Our work 2023-2024

Collaboration and Cooperation
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Our work 2023-2024

Collaboration and Cooperation

Shared drive
• Google drives
• Access 

provided to 
participants

Flash drive
• Provided to IFS

KIMIA

Upload

Resolution
• 600 dpi

Scan

DSS

DSS
• 87 handwriting 

specimens

KIMIA
• 60 handwriting 

specimens

Collect
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Our work 2023-2024

Collaboration and Cooperation
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Work Plan 2024-2025

QDWG Handwriting Project

Collaborative Exercise 2025

Survey of Quality Framework 
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TRACE EVIDENCE WORKGROUP
2024 ACTIVITIES
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Asian Forensic Sciences Network  (AFSN)  

Trace Evidence Workgroup (TEWG)

PAINT SOILFIBRE GLASS

CHEMICAL ANALYSIS OF UNKNOWNS FIRE DEBRIS ANALYSIS EXPLOSIVES
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1. Training and Education
• Conduct workshops on specific topics/disciplines in trace 

evidence
• Share technical knowledge through scientific sessions
• Facilitate laboratory attachment of scientists between member 

institutes.

2. Collaboration & networking
• Share workflow, methods and protocols
• Build trace evidence databases
• Discuss issues on trace evidence
• Organize and participate in collaborative exercises/tests

Purpose of TEWG
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TEWG’s Activities in 2024
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• The TEWG’s webinar session “Automated GSR Analysis by SEM/EDS – Sharing of Best Practices & 

Tips on Validation and Interpretation” was held on 12 Jun 2024 and hosted by CIFS. 

• Purpose: To enhance capability in GSR collection, validation of GSR analysis and interpretation.

• The session was attended by more than 55 participants from 8 countries, including Thailand, 

Singapore, Philippines, South Korea, China, Malaysia, Indonesia and Timor Leste.

AFSN TEWG GSR Analysis Sharing session
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CE Year started No of times No of participating labs 
The year of last CE 

administered

1. Fibre 2017 6 5 2022

2. Paint 2021 1 5 2022

3. Glass 2020 2 4 2022

4. GSR 2022 2 6 2024

5. Tape 2024 1 5 2024

• The active participants among the TEWG member institutes reckon the CEs administered so far have been 

very useful for self-assessment of their own forensic capabilities, staff competency and laboratory 

processes as well as benchmarking with other labs in various type of trace material analysis. 

• Different laboratories which took up the role of CE administrator find it a good learning experience. For 

newer type of material analysis such as tape, training through workshops have also been organised 

through TEWG scientific sharing sessions before a CE is to be administered. 

Collaborative Exercises (2017-2024)
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Collaborative Exercise: Tape & GSR Analysis

• The First Tape analysis collaborative exercise was administered by the Forensic Chemistry and 

Physics Laboratory, Singapore. 

• The Second GSR analysis collaborative exercise was organised by KIMIA, Malaysia.

• Purpose: To assess the lab’s capability and competency in GSR analysis and interpretation and as a 

form of benchmark among the member institutes. 

• The results were shared in this AFSN TEWG’s scientific session 2024.  
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• There were 2 special lectures, 9 oral presentations and 3 posters in the TEWG scientific session.

• Dr Kimberly Reubush (FBI’s TEDAC): “Terrorist Explosive Device Analytical Center (TEDAC) 
Overview”.

• Dr Lee Dongkye (NFS, Korea): “Tracing Clues: The Power of Stable Isotope Analysis in Forensic 

Chemistry” 

AFSN TEWG Scientific Session 2024
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Positions Name Country Institute

Chair : Lim Thiam Bon Singapore HSA

Vice Chair 1 : Guo Hong Ling China IFS

Vice Chair 2 : Lee Dongkye Korea NFS

Secretary 1: Farah Ad-din Nordin Malaysia KIMIA

Secretary 2: Lee Kang Hua Singapore HSA

Election of TEWG Committee Members 2025-2026
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Plan for 2025
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• Proposed events in 2025

TEWG Plan 2025

⚬ Environmental Forensics Meeting
- Sharing of methods/protocols for 

analysis of pollutants in water/soil.
- 2-day forum - organised by China, 

tentatively in June 2025.

⚬ Explosives Database Meeting 
￭ Organised by Malaysia, tentatively 

in Oct 2025.
⚬ 3ʳᵈ Glass collaborative exercise to be 

administered by China.
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• AFSN 2025 for TEWG’s scientific session – suggested topics:

TEWG Plan 2025

⚬ Holistic approach in forensic traces analysis and interpretation
⚬ Fire debris analysis 
⚬ Gas analysis
⚬ AI and forensic traces
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TOXICOLOGY WORKGROUP
2024 ACTIVITIES
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I. Webinar on LIMS For Forensic Investigation

Jointly organized by AFSN IDWG and TXWG 
Date: 14 Mar 2024 

Presenters: 
1. Dr Sanggil Choe, National Forensic Services, South Korea
2. Mr Samuel Loh (IDL) & Mr Chang Hian Twan (DAT), HSA
3. Ms Kathrin Abele, Forensic Science Institute of the Federal 

Criminal Police Department, Germany

Objective: 
To showcase how technology could be leveraged on to provide 
robust and reliable results as well as facilitate the seamless 
exchange of information. 

Attendees: 
More than 200 members from across the Globe including Brunei, 
Germany, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Mongolia, Philippines, 
Thailand, Vietnam, Singapore and Korea
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Attachment by Philippine National Police (PNP) 
Officer to Health Sciences Authority (HSA) 
Date: 22 – 26 April 2024 

II. Lab Attachment

General Constancio T. Chinayog Jr., Director of the 
PNP Forensic Group (current AFSN President) has 
formally requested HSA ATL’s collaboration to 
enhance their capabilities in hair drug testing.

Ms Loida B. Pacaro, Chemist from PNP Forensic Group 
Chemistry Division was attached to HSA Analytical 
Toxicology Laboratory (ATL) to learn about hair drug 
testing. The training covered hair collection, processing, 
analysis technique, result reporting and interpretation. 
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Slide 4

Knowledge sharing with the Central Institute of 
Forensic Science (CIFS), Thailand on drug test in 
wastewater
Date: 1 July 2024 

III. Knowledge Sharing

• CIFS invited HSA ATL to conduct an online session to 
share methodologies for drug testing  in wastewater 
for their capability building.

• About 40 scientists from CIFS and Thai Forensic 
Toxicology Network attended the session.   
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IV. Update of 2024 AFSN Annual Meeting and Symposium
Date : 26 - 30 Aug 2024 in Bangkok, Thailand

❑ Hosted by CIFS, Thailand 
❑ TXWG Invited Speaker: Assoc Prof Dimitri Gerostamoulos, Dr 

Simon Elliot, Pr Jean-Claude Alvarez and Dr Sara Wille
❑ TXWG Pre-conference Workshop on hair drug testing and drug 

& driving (Assoc Prof Dimitri Gerostamoulos, Pr Jean-Claude 
Alvarez and Dr Sara Wille)

❑ 2 Keynote lectures (Assoc Prof Dimitri Gerostamoulos, Dr Simon 
Elliot)

❑ 7 Oral presentations: Thailand, Indonesia, Singapore and China 
❑ 7 Posters presentations: China, Singapore, Korea and Thailand 
❑ 7 Case discussion with experts: Thailand, Malaysia and 

Singapore
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IV. Update of 2024 AFSN Annual Meeting and Symposium
Date : 26 - 30 Aug 2024 in Bangkok, Thailand

More than 60 participants from: Brunei Darulssalam, China, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Mongolia, 
Philippines, Korea, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Timor-Leste and Vietnam.  
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V. TXWG position holder for 2024/2025

S/N Member Institute Position

1
Health Sciences Authority (HSA), Singapore
(Moy Hooi Yan)

Chair

2
Department of Chemistry (KIMIA), Malaysia
(Mr Ayub Bin Ismail) Vice-Chair

4
Department of Forensic Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, 
Chulalongkorn University, Thailand
(Dr Parath Thirati)

Secretary
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Future Training Plans

I. Collaboration with QASC for joint activity on Quality Assurance in Toxicology

• AFSN Quality Assurance & Standards Committee (QASC) Survey 2024 - 
Toxicology Discipline

• On-line webinar in Mar-Apr 2025

II. Online member’s knowledge sharing 

• Hair drug testing 

• Oral fluid drug testing

III. Online case discussion with invited expert(s)

IV. TXWG programme for 17th AFSN Korea, 9-11 September 2025, 3-day event
• Continue collaborating with TIAFT Board 
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Angeline Yap
26 August 2024

AFSN International Liaison 
Officer’s Report for 2024
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2

The Journey of AFSN 
through 15 Years

⚬IAFS Symposium, Sydney, Australia
⚬November 2023

Presentation

⚬Forensic Science International
⚬April 2024

Publication
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Hong Kong 
Government Lab 
110ᵗʰ Anniversary 

Symposium
2 Nov 2023
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Making 
linkages with 
International 
Organisations

Colombo Plan
⚬Interested to be a sponsor for AFSN Annual Meeting & Symposium
⚬Sponsored three forensic drug scientists to attend the Bangkok meeting
⚬Linked up with IDWG for the selection of candidates
⚬Set up criteria for the sponsorship of candidates
￭ From an AFSN member institute actively performing drug testing
￭ To present a paper (oral or poster)
￭ To share the lessons learnt at AFSN with the lab

Australian Federal Police
⚬Engaged Dr Simon Walsh, Chief Scientist, who is very keen to enhance 

collaboration with AFSN
⚬Linked AFP with WGs for opportunities to be involved in the annual meeting

Leverhulme Research Centre for Forensic Science
⚬Distributed the survey on “The future of forensic science education and training”

Association of Forensic Quality Assurance Managers (AFQAM)
⚬Invited Ms Ranee Ho, President, to speak at the 2025 AFSN meeting in Korea
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• Works with IFSA members and strategic partners on projects and 
build strategies for collaboration

• Quarterly online meetings
• Annual onsite meeting

Working with IFSA
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IFSA @ AFSN meeting in Bangkok

Invited IFSA Board Members to have their annual onsite meeting @ AFSN 
Bangkok meeting

A rare opportunity for us to interact 
with the IFSA Board Members

- Scott Ford, President of ASCLD
- Rebecca Kogios, Australia/New Zealand NIFS
- Linzi Wilson-Wilde, Australia/New Zealand NIFS
- Jose Lorente, ILO of AICEF
- Helen Tumediso, SARFS

Organised an IFSA Quality Workshop for the QASC session on building a 
quality culture in regional forensic science network
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Minimum Requirements 
Documents (MRDs)

Drafting in progress:
1.Latent Print
2.Anthropology
3.Firearms
4.Facial Recognition
5.Fire Investigation

Coordinating our contributions to IFSA MRDs
Published MRDs:
1. Seized Drugs Analysis (HSA and IDWG)
2. Forensic DNA Analysis
3. Crime Scene Investigation
4. Forensic Document Examination
5. Toxicology (KIMIA and TXWG)
6. Digital and Multimedia Evidence

Available in the following 
languages:
1. English
2. Spanish
3. French

4. Chinese
5. Russian
6. Arabic

7. Malaysia
8. Thai Special thanks to IFS, 

China, KIMIA Malaysia and 
CIFS, Thailand
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Advancing Strategies  with WG/C 
Online discussion with WG/C Steering Committee Members on WG/C plans and needs for collaboration. 

223



Thank You!

I Look Forward To 
Working Closely 
With All Of You. 224



AFSN Board Members 

2024 -2026
225
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“It does not matter how slowly you go as long as you do not stop.”
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To all dedicated Steering Committee members of the Workgroups and 
Committees and the ForensicAsia Team,

Your unwavering commitment to AFSN, the generous sharing of your 
time and expertise, and your leadership within the workgroups have 
been instrumental in every success we’ve achieved. These milestones 

would not have been possible without you.
 

Thank you for your continued dedication and inspiring contributions.

AFSN BOARD MEMBERS

APPRECIATIONS

228
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